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Stacked fonts are popular. Don't know how? Don't worry, I'll show you how! (
	You will need:

· An embroidery font in 2 different sizes. The font can be the same or you can mix up the fonts for a unique look.
(The font used in the tutorial is Maddison Embroidery Font, this font comes in 6 sizes; for the tutorial we are using the 3 inch capital "M" and the 1.5 inch letters. You will use whichever size letter suits your embroidery project).
· You will also need embroidery software with editing capabilities. I am using Bernina Artista version 6 in this tutorial. However, you can use the software that best fits your budget.       Some of the least expensive software with editing capabilities are Embird and Sew What Pro. You can do a Google search for them and see which one you like better. At the time I wrote this tutorial Embird was just over $100 and Sew What Pro was around $65.

Please note: As mentioned, I am using Bernina Artista software for this tutorial. Most software operates about the same way, but some may be different. 


	Let's get started. But first, it is important to remember that the first time you do something it takes longer than usual. I can usually stack a name in less than five minutes, and you will be able to do it that fast too, it just takes a little practice. (
I've included lots of helpful hints and tips, along with full size photos, so that is why this tutorial is 27 pages. 

If this is your first attempt at stacking a font I do not recommend reading through this tutorial before you get started. It will seem confusing and totally overwhelming. Just open up your software and take it step by step.
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	Let's start out by opening a new design page.

Click on File, then New.
You need to be working in Embroidery Canvas. There are three tabs at the top of the screen, underneath where it says File, Edit, View Etc. The tabs are Art Canvas, Embroidery Canvas and Hoop Lay out. Choose the "Embroidery Canvas" tab…it will highlight in pink when selected.

	[image: image4.jpg]e gy

: ColorFiim

ERE I

=
x

2l

Options.

)

Gid_ Genera ] oo [ Aopiaue | Remove Overigs | Ao saal

splay Hoops

artista 255 x 145 Oval wiX- Lines ]

® Automatic Centering

© Manual

[JsetHoop Center

% Outline mmq m Step

x5 3 & B | Ecolor-

a6 ) &

W000H000

Empty Design

op

ey BuLdIon 15

dwers Bues [

710

© Y36 oA

ART Grade: A @






	It's best to choose a hoop size first, so you know how much room you have to work with. I sometimes forget to do this, so if you forget, don't worry I'll show you how to do it later.

To choose the hoop, right click on the hoop icon. A new box will pop up, scroll down the list to find the hoop size you want, then click on okay.
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	Now let’s get started stacking that font:

I am going to stack the name "Maddison" for my example.

Click on file, then Insert Design. I want you to remember that the first letter you choose is the one that gets embroidered first. Most software will allow you to change the stitch order, but it's easier if you just start off with the correct order.
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	A new box pops up, which allows you to locate your design. Choose the file folder DIGISTMaddisonFont, by left clicking on it.
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	Select DIGIST Cap M 3 by left clicking on it and choosing Open.
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	Sometimes the software will show you a closeup view of the letter. I want to be able to see what I am doing, so if you click on the 1:1 icon the screen will zoom out.
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	Now let's insert the name "Maddison". Traditionally, in stacked fonts, you will use a capital letter for the large letter and all lower-case letters for the stacked name. But if you'd like to use a capital letter for the "M" in Maddison by-all-means do so.

Click on File, then Insert Design. 
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	A new box pops up, which allows you to locate your design. Choose the file folder DIGISTMaddisonFont, by left clicking on it, then chose the 1.5 inch file. Choose DIGIST lc m and click on Open.

	[image: image11.jpg]BERNINA Embroidery Software Bemnina]
File Edit View Amange Settings Window Help

At Canves Hoop Layout

==Y [ETRTETE

=i

i Color Film 2

o Budon -

aumsoumes [ Wisoioo &

%, outine ] SN st






	The letter "m" will appear on the screen. At this point we aren't going to worry too much about where the letter is placed as we can drag and drop it into the correct position. To drag and drop it the letter needs to be highlighted in pink, you can use a continuous left click on your mouse to move it, or you can use the arrow keys on your keyboard to move it.
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	In Bernina software you can only insert one letter at a time, so you will need to repeat the steps above for each letter you want to add to your design:

Click on File, then Insert design and add the letter DIGIST lc a. It will appear on the screen but may be placed on top of the letter "m". You can use your continuous left click to drag it over or use the arrow keys on your keyboard. We are not going to worry about perfect placement at this time, we are just going to insert the letters one at a time and move them over a bit, so they are not all stacked up on top of each other.
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	Once you have all the letters inserted into the design, we will want to change the thread color of the lower case "Maddison". 

It doesn’t matter which color you choose along as it's not the same as the first color. 

To change the thread color, you need to select each of the letters and there are two ways to do that:

My preferred method is to open the color film box, to do that click on the Color Film icon at the top of your screen. On the right-hand side, you will notice the colors that you've chosen for your design. Ignore the fact that I've already changed my thread color. ;)

** If your Color Film box was already up and you click on the Color Film icon, it will turn the box off, so just click on the icon again to for the box to pop up. **
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	Next, look above the color film box and click on the Show Individual Objects icon. Now you will see each letter you've inserted. Again, ignore the fact that I've already changed my colors. ;)
** Again, this icon works like the Color Film icon and is used to both turn off and turn on the feature **.
Working in the Color Film box (and not on the screen):

Left click on the lower case "m" and while holding down your left click hit the "Shift" key on your keyboard and choose the letter "n". This will highlight all the letters in blue in the Color Film box. You can also left click on the lower case "m" and while holding down your left click hit the "CTRL" on your keyboard and choose each letter one at a time. As they are highlighted in blue on the color film they will also be highlighted in pink on the screen as this means they are all selected.

You can also select the letters on the screen if you want but I find it is easy to mess up this way, just remember if you accidentally select the capital "M" you can unselect it by left clicking on it--but make sure you are still holding the "CTRL" key down. To select the letters on the screen: left click on the lower case "m" and while holding down your left click hit the "CTRL" on your keyboard, click on each of the lower-case letters one at a time. 

Either way you select your letters (in color film or on the screen) you want them highlighted in blue on the color film and highlighted in pink on the screen as this means they are all selected.
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	Okay, now that all of the lower-case letters are highlighted, we can finally change the thread color.

At the bottom middle of your screen click on the Color box to open it. Choose any thread color you like. It doesn’t matter which thread color you choose as long as it isn't the same as the first thread color.
Remember if you make a mistake you can click on Edit, undo at any time to undo your mistake.
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	You will notice the name "Maddison" is now changed to a yellow thread color.
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	Okay, let's work on placing those letters in the perfect spot.

There are two ways to zoom in on the screen:

1. Left click on the magnifying glass icon. While holding down the left, click above and to the left of the lower-case letter "m", drag the mouse off the lower right hand corner--this will draw a box around the letters, then once you release the left click on the mouse the screen will zoom in.

OR

2. This method is a tad easier but not as exact: Left click on the magnifying glass icon. Then left click on the screen where you want to zoom into, keep clicking until you are zoomed in a close as you want to be. This icon also zooms out, just click the magnifying glass icon again to activate the zoom out feature.
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	You will want to zoom in so you can see your letters like shown in the photo. Next, using the Color Film box, click on one letter and use the arrow keys on your keyboard to move it the left or right to line it up with the previous letter. At this point we are only moving the letters to the right or left, not up and down. You want the letters to be lined up so that they are just ever so slightly overlapping each other.
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	Once you get all of the letters in the correct position next to each other we need to align them horizontally.

Using the Color Film select all of the lower-case letters. 
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	Along the bottom of your embroidery screen are icons to help you align objects such as letters. 

If you hover your mouse over the icons, you will see what they do.

Notice how none of my letters drop below the baseline (like a "g", or a "y" would).
Since none of my letters drop below the baseline I can click on "Align Bottom Horizontally" and my letters will automatically be lined up with each other.

If some of your letters drop below the baseline choose the icon next to the one, I used which is "Align Centers Horizontally". 

These two icons work for most fonts, however if you have a wonky font you can visually line up your letters by clicking on them one at a time and using the arrow keys on your keyboard to get them into a pleasing position.
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	Once your lower-case letters are lined up we need to "group" them so your software sees them as one object instead of 8 individual objects.

Using the color Film box, select all of the lower-case letters.
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	Click on Arrange, then Group.
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	Next click on Edit, Select All.
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	Then click on Align Centers. Your letters are now perfectly centered.

Remember if you make a mistake you can click on Edit, undo at any time to undo your mistake.

There is a black dotted box around my letters, it represents the hoop's stitching area. In this example I've forgotten to change the size of the hoop.

If your hoop's stitching area isn't indicated on the screen, just left click on the hoop icon to activate it.
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	To select a hoop size, right click on the hoop icon and chose a hoop size, then click on OK.

Uh oh! You'll notice this design is too large for the hoop.
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	But it looks like it will fit in the hoop if we rotate the design.

Click on Edit, Select All.

	[image: image27.jpg]Ele Edit View Amange Settings Window Help

Art Canvas.

Hoop Layout

=

£ Color Film

Outline

B 6

W 265 H6T5

oI BUNdION [ x

s umEn T

7393 710  ARTGrade: A®





	Then click on the Rotate icon twice to rote the design 90 degrees.

Now the design fits into the hoop's stitching area. 

If it still doesn't fit, you will need to go back and choose a larger hoop size or start the design over using smaller font sizes.

I really don't recommend that you resize digitized fonts, either by sizing them up or down. The stitch out is never as good as the digitizer intended because of things you can't control such as underlay and satin stitch width.
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	Okay, let's check and make sure everything is correct. 

We have two different colors for the font. The font stitches the capital letter "M" first and the lower-case letters last. We know this because the first object you see on the color film is the first object that stitches. If for some reason you have your colors/ letters mixed up, you can left click on the color/ letter in the color film box and while continuously holding down your left click drag it up or down.

If for some reason your lower-case letters are stitching in the wrong order, in the Color Film box, click on the lower-case letters, they will all select at the same time because they are grouped and seen as one object. Next click on Arrange, then ungroup. Then in Color Film, click on one letter at a time and drag it into the correct position.

Alright, everything should be good now. The design fits in the hoop. The thread colors are correct. Everything is in the correct stitching order.
If you want to see a simulated stitch out you can click on View, Slow Redraw (not every software has this feature).
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	A new box pops up, click on the arrow to start Slow Redraw. The sliding arrow will slow down or speed up the stitching. 
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	Everything stitches fine. Let's save the design.

Click on File, Save As.
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	Type in a name (usually the name you made such as Maddison). 

Click on Save.

Finally send the design to your machine or save it to a jump stick.

You are done!


Are you looking for freebie tutorials on how to hoop onesies and t's, basic appliqué instructions? Would you like to make a really cute ribbon tee? Or a ruffled burp cloth?
 Click here for more Free Tutorials
Hugs and happy stitching,
“JuJu”
www.designsbyjuju.com
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